-I T is a fact well known to physiologists, that there is a considerable difficulty in pointing out with certainty, when unaided by sight, any spot on the skin that has been touched, and in distinguishing how much of the common feelings of touch is due to the sensibility of the skin, and how much is derived from the muscular sensation produced by the motion of our limbs. It is also -well ascertained that some parts of the skin are better adapted than others, either from their original structure, or in consequence of 1 he sharp points of the common compasses may be blunted with a little sealingwax, which will have the cffect also of taking away the cold feeling of the metal.
distinguishing how much of the common feelings of touch is due to the sensibility of the skin, and how much is derived from the muscular sensation produced by the motion of our limbs. It is also -well ascertained that some parts of the skin are better adapted than others, either from their original structure, or in consequence of their being more exercised, to convey to the mind an exact impression of the physical qualities of the bodies with which they are brought in contact. It must be allowed, however, that our knowledge respecting this part of the physiology of the sense of touch is by no means definite. near it, at which the greatest quantity of muscles is collected, has the bluntest sense of touch, the fore-arm is a little more sensible than the arm, the leg than the thigh, and the fore-arm is on the whole more sensible than the leg. The convex part of the joints as the skin over the patella, olecranon, and acromion are more sensible than that in the popliteal space, the bend of the arm and the axilla. The internal surface of the arm, and the posterior surface of the leg, do not differ much respectively from the external nor anterior. The arm and leg are far excelled by the hand and foot, and the hand is greatly superior to the foot. In the hand, touch is much more acute on the palmar, than on the dorsal surface. The skin over the heads of the metacarpal bones is more sensible than that in the middle of the palm ; and the sensibility gradually increases from thence towards the points of the fingers. The heel is more sensible than the middle of the sole of the foot.
The dorsum of the hand and foot are surpassed by the lower ends of the fore-arm and leg. In general the distal end of the arm and leg is more sensible than that towards the trunk, yet the skin over the deltoid muscle surpasses that towards the elbow.
In the extremities the transverse is always much more easily perceived than the longitudinal position of the touching points.
On the lleacl. 
